
Part One 

THE Fl RST Cl RCLE -
I • 

,DREAM BIG 

U ntil the day he died, Honi the circle maker was mesmerized by 
one phrase in one verse of Scripture-Psalm 126:1. "When the 

Lo RD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dreamed" 
That phrase, "we were like those who dreamed:' provoked a question 
that Honi grappled with his entire life: 

Is it possible for a man to dream continuously for seventy years? 
Neuroimaging bas shown that as we age, the center of cognitive 

gravity tends to shift from the imaginative right brain to the logical 
left brain. And this neurological tendency presents a grave spiritual 
danger. At some point, most of us stop living out of imagination and 
start living out of memory. Instead of creating the future, we start 
repeating the past. !nstead of living by faith, we live by logic. Instea~ 
¢.going after our dreams, wute~clio-

But it doesn't have to be that way. 
Harriet Doerr dreamed of going to college in a day and age when 

university populations were mostly male. Money, and then children, 

43 



ever died. Half a century 1 but the dreaJll ~rorn Stanford University ate1, 
oing, , degree , at t~ 

k t her from g bachelors f her contemporaries Were retit' 
ep d her st o d f · • 1no Harriet earne While mo h also dreame o writing a b o, 

. -seven, ted, S e 1· h d h H oo~ age of siXtY tting star was pub is e w en arriet . 
H . et was just ge . fior Jbarra, was arn - I Stones 
Her first nove , .. -youn8• /111fior seventy years? r years • uous '/ 
seventy- 0~bl to dream conttn ''One of the best things about a . 

ls it poss, e . f Harriet poerr, take memory:' ging 
In the words o . ination over . 

. ble to watch unag . ts? Or Harriet? The answer is both is being a · urolog1s · . 
So who's right? The n~ t. on overtakes memory or memory over. 
A we age either imagina 1

. . the road less taken, hut it is th 
s . , . Imagination is . . 1 . e 

takes imagination. d '""aginat1on are direct ortional• pa eran hu. · 
pathway of prayer. r b' r our ima ination se 

y the i e · . 
the more ou ra . . 'th God-sized dream~ One litmus test • ·t persizes 1t WI $Ve Holy Spin su is whether your dreams are getting bigger or 
of spiritual matunty t the more faith you should have because 
smaller The older you ge ' d · · G d' · . d f God's faithfulness. An 1t 1s o s faith-you've experience more 0 

. r caith and enlarges our dreams. fulness that increases ou i; • 

h • t · I nothing wrong with an occasional stroll down T ere is cer ain y 
' memory lane, but God wants you to keep dreaming until the day you 

die. You're never too old to go after the dreams God has put in your 
f heart. And for the record, you're never too young either. Age is never 

a valid excuse. 
Is it possible for a man to dream continuously for seventy years? 
Ironically, Roni answered his own ·question with his own life. He 

never stopped dreaming because he never stopped praying. And how 
could he, after God answered his impossible prayer for rain? Once 
you've experienced a miracle like that, you believe God for even big-
ger and better miracles. 

1 

If you ke~p praying, you'll keep dreaming, and conversely, if you 
keep dreaming you'll keep · · · f · g ' praying. Dreaming 1s a form o praym ' 
and praying is a form of d · b' r reaming. The more you pray the · 1gge. 
;your dreams will become A d h b' · the 
1 • • n t e 1gger your dreams become more you will have to pray. I th . . g 

. · n at process of drawing ever-enlargJ.11 

r
rayer cucles, the sphere of God' 1 . 

s g ory 1s expanded. 
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